Lesson 10
Cities of Refuge and Cities of Levites
Joshua 20:1 – 21:45
· Questions

1. What was the purpose of the city of refuge (20:1-5)?

2. How long was the manslayer to remain in the city of refuge (20:6)?

3. What were the names of the six cities of refuge and where were they located (20:7-9)?

4. What was given to the Levites (21:1-3)?

5. Who were the four families of Levites, how many cities did each family receive, and what was the total number of cities given to them (21:4-42)?


The family of ____________ was given ______ cities (21:4,8-19)

The family of ____________ was given ______ cities (21:5,20-26)


The family of ____________ was given ______ cities (21:6,27-33)

The family of ____________ was given ______ cities (21:7,34-40)







     ______ cities total (21:41-42)

6. What is said about the Lord and Israel that demonstrates the Lord’s faithfulness to them (21:43-45)?
· Digging Deeper

1. Where had instructions already been given in the OT concerning the cities of refuge (20:1)?

2. Who is the “avenger of blood” and what is his role (20:3)?

3. Was there a difference in punishment for the one who killed a person unintentionally and one who killed a person intentionally (20:3,9)?

4. Where are the cities of refuge located on a map (20:7-8)?

5. Who were the Levites and what was their role in Israel (21:1)?

6. How did the inheritance of the Levites differ from the rest of Israel (21:2-3)?

7. How does Genesis 49:7 relate to the inheritance of Levi (21:2-3)?

8. Where had instructions already been given in the OT concerning where the Levites would live (21:2,8)?

9. Where previously in the book of Joshua are we told about Caleb’s inheritance (21:12)?

10. What promise had the Lord given to the patriarchs that is fulfilled at this time (21:43)?

11. What is said in Joshua 21:43-45 that refutes modern-day Premillennialism?

· Applications for Today

1. The Lord is a place of refuge (20:2; Heb. 6:18).

2. The Lord is careful to hand down punishments that are just and fair (20:3,9).

3. The “avenger of blood” demonstrates that God holds all life as sacred and the murderer is to be punished while the innocent is to be protected (20:5,9; Gen. 9:5; Rom. 13:4,9).
4. The Lord’s priesthood today offers up spiritual sacrifices (21:1; 1 Pet. 2:5-9).

5. The “laborer is worthy of hire” is demonstrated by the Levites being given tithes and cities to live in (21:2; Lk. 10:7; 1 Cor. 9:14; 1 Tim. 5:18).

6. The Lord keeps his promises and gives his people all that he says he will (21:43-44; Tit. 1:2;  2 Pet. 3:4-10).
7. The Lord never fails (21:45; 2 Tim. 2:13).

